BOOK REVIEWS 


Tue Stapelieae or SOUTHERN AFRICA. By C. A. Luckhoff. Cape Town. 
A. A. Balkema. 1952. 100/-. 


This is an exceedingly fine botanical picture book which should 
appeal to all succulent enthusiasts and to those interested in the beauties 
of our flora. 

The book is not strictly a popular one nor is it either a collector’s 
handbook nor a botanical monograph on the plants concerned, though it 
has some of the features of each of the above categories. It is perhaps 
best described as a pictorial supplement to the monograph on the 
Stapelieae by White and Sloane which was published a few years ago. 

The volume contains 280 pages, of which considerably more than 
half are illustrations, the majority of which are really excellent photo- 
graphs of the flowers of the plants. There are also some coloured life- 
size drawings and a number of most useful line-drawings illustrating the 
structure of the corolla and the corona. The photographs represent a 
selection but by no means all the species. All the genera occurring in 
S. Africa are illustrated though in one case by a line drawing only. The 
larger genera are illustrated by a selection of species. The photographs 
are of very high quality and clearly show the diagnostic features of 
the flowers. These photographs represent the outcome of prolonged 
and patient study in the field. While most were taken by the author, 
a number are the work of Mr. H. Lang. Both photographers are to be 
heartily congratulated on their results. 

The flower is enlarged in most of the photographs. In a few this 
enlargement has been a little too great but in the great majority the 
features of the corolla and corona are well shown. The magnifications 
used vary a good deal and until this is grasped misleading ideas as to 
real size are liable to occur. For example on pp. 120-1 flowers pictured 
as the same size are in fact very different. 

The flower photographs are of such excellent quality and show the 
details so well that one cannot help wishing that rather more of the 
habit and characteristics of the stem could have been included. This 
would have been of great assistance in identification of plants which have 
a short flowering time and which are so often seen only in a non-flowering 
state. 

The text accompanying the illustrations is in both English and 
Afrikaans. The descriptions and keys to the genera and to the species 
are based on those in White and Sloane’s monograph with only slight 
alterations. This taking over from the larger work has at times been 
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done without due consideration. In a work on the plants of Southern 
Africa it seems scarcely necessary to include genera or groups of species 
which do not occur in S. Africa or in Africa at all. Again, in some points 
the keys and the legends to the photographs do not agree. An example 
is to be seen in Caralluma lateritia which is treated as a species on the 
plate but as a variety in the key, C. lutea v. lateritia. In some cases the 
author has adopted a non-committal attitude which is perhaps unfor- 
tunate. The genus Liickhoffia is included as a full genus though rather 
strong evidence is brought forward to show that it is most probably of 
hybrid origin. The name Pectinaria Villetii is proposed for what appears 
to be a new species and is included in the key but no diagnosis is given. 
Such a creation of a “nomen nudum’ is bound to lead to nomenclatorial 
difficulties. 

For ease of reference and as a help to the non-specialist in identifica- 
tion, it would have been an advantage if the numbers applied to the 
species in the keys had been repeated on the illustrations. 

There is no mention at all of the flowering season of the species nor 
of the localities where they are found beyond a general statement of 
occurrences in the provinces. The omission of time of flowering is unfor- 
tunate especially in plants whose beauty is so strikingly brought out in 
the photographs. The lack of reference to localities is perhaps under- 
standable in a group of plants many of which are rare and some of which 
are liable to or on the verge of extinction as the author points out. In 
the interests of preservation it is justifiable not to advertise localities 
when exploitation by ruthless collectors is possible but from the botanical 
point of view it is regrettable. In a group of very highly specialised 
plants such as these much information on the probable lines of evolution 
and interrelationships could be obtained from a real knowledge of their 
distribution. 

The volume is well produced and the reproduction of the photographs 
is excellent. The type is clear though there are a number of misprints, 
most of which are obvious. One or two call for notice. In the index 
to illustrations the list for Stapelia stops at the letter ‘p’. On p. 77 it 
reads “. . . mis-spelled Stapeltonia’’ (sic) though in the Afrikaans version, 
p- 82, the mis-spelling is correctly given as Stapletonia. 

There is no doubt that the real excellence of the photographs should 
ensure the success of this volume. For the collector it will be a most 
useful handbook. For the botanist it forms a very attractive supplement, 
to more complete works. 

R. 5. ADAMSON. 
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FLora OF THE BritisH IsLes. By A. R. Clapham, T. G. Tutin and 
E. F. Warburg. Cambridge University Press. 1952. pp. lii & 1591. 
50/-. i 


The appearance of a new flora of the British Isles may not at first 
appear of especial interest to S. African botanists, but this flora contains 
a number of features which are not often included in local floras, some 
of which are the result of the more modern studies of taxonomy. Their 
presence marks this book as a definite advance and makes it a model 
to be aimed at by workers in other regions. 

Among its special features may be mentioned the large number of 
alien plants included, a rather important feature in a country with such 
prolonged cultivation. Again for each species the life-form is given: 
these are based on an elaborated form of Raunkiaer’s scheme. The method 
of pollination and, where entomophilous, the actual agent is noted. Of 
especial interest is the inclusion of the number of chromosomes where 
this is known. It is of interest and of great contrast to this country 
that so high a proportion are known. The notes on habitat are more 
detailed than is common in floras. The general distribution of each 
species outside the British Isles is also given. 

These various features represent the outcome of prolonged study of 
the flora. Many of them cannot be attempted here where it will be many 
years before the necessary information is available. Their inclusion 
undoubtedly greatly increases the value of the flora for ecologists and 
others who require identifications but are not taxonomic experts. Indeed, 
this flora is expressly stated to be written for those who are not taxo- 
nomic specialists. The descriptions are simple and clear. The keys are 
based on easily observed features and seem to be adequate. Many of 
the more critical genera are illustrated by very useful line drawings of 
special features. In some genera, such as Rubus and Hieracium, where 
numerous “micro-species” have been described, no attempt is made to 
include all; instead the key gives the sections under which only a few 
of the commoner “‘species” are described. For details the student is 
referred to recent monographs. 

Throughout the book there is a tendency to subdivision of the larger 
families and genera. The species concept too is restricted. Varieties 
are not included but some species are divided into subspecies. 

Though the volume runs to over 1,500 pages it is printed on thin and 
reasonably opaque paper and is convenient in size, neither unduly bulky 
or heavy. The type is clear, and each page has a heading with the family 
and genus. 

A supplementary volume of illustrations is promised and should be 


eagerly anticipated. 
R. S. ADAMSON. 


